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The first synthesis of 1,3-oxaselenepane derivatives by the reaction of aryl isoselenocyanates with
4-bromobutanol in the presence of sodium hydride in THF as a one-pot reaction is described. The Z/E
isomerism for the exocyclic carbon–nitrogen double bond in the selenium heterocycles was observed
for the first time.
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In recent years, interest in synthesis of selenium-containing
compounds has increased because of their interesting reactivities1

and their potential biological activity. The biological and medicinal
properties of selenium and organoselenium compounds are
increasingly appreciated, mainly due to their antioxidant, antitu-
mor, antimicrobial, and antiviral properties.2 The selenoureas3

and selenoamides3a,4 have been extensively studied for the synthe-
sis of selenium-containing heterocycles. In this context, isoseleno-
cyanates5 have been emerged as a powerful tool for the synthesis
of selenium-containing heterocycles, since they are easy to prepare
and store and are safe to handle. Our group has shown the utility of
isoselenocyanates in the synthesis of a variety of four-,6 five-,7 or
six-membered8 selenium-containing heterocycles.

In contrast, only a few examples for the synthesis of seven-
membered selenium-containing heterocycles, such as 1,3-sele-
nazepines, have been reported in the literature.9 For example,
our group has reported the synthesis of b-lactam-fused 1,3-sele-
nazepines,9a,b whereas the Russian team has published an article
concerning the synthesis of 1,3-selenazepane fused with a pyri-
midinone system.9c Heimgartner et al. reported the synthesis of
1,3-selenazepanes by the reaction of isoselenocyanates with
5-chlorobutylamine.9d However, it is surprising to note that there
is no report on the synthesis of seven-membered selenium-con-
taining heterocycles such as 1,3-oxaselenepanes. Herein we report
for the first time, the synthesis of 1,3-oxaselenepanes by the reac-
tion of isoselenocyanates with 4-bromobutanol and its Z and
E isomerism.

For our approach substituted alkyl and aryl isoselenocyanates 1
were prepared by reactions of N-substituted formamides with an
ll rights reserved.

.

excess of triphosgene, selenium, and triethylamine according to
the previous literature.10 First, the reaction of phenyl isoselenocy-
anate 1a with 4-bromobutanol using 2.5 equiv of NaH was exam-
ined in CH2Cl2 at 0 �C to rt and the cyclized product 2a was
obtained only in traces after work-up of the reaction mixture. To
improve the yield of the reaction, different conditions were then
screened. Finally, 1.5 equiv of 4-bromobutanol and 1.8 equiv of
NaH were suitable for the cyclization reaction, furthermore the
reaction was influenced by the solvent used and the best result
was obtained when the reaction was carried out in THF (29%, entry
1, Table 1) (Scheme 1).11 The use of 4-chlorobutanol in the present
reaction leads to the formation of required 1,3-oxaselenepanes 2a
in traces.12

The compound 2a was isolated as an inseparable mixture of Z
and E isomers (6.9:1 ratio) at the imine position. The structure of
2a was elucidated by studies of IR, 1H, 13C, 77Se NMR, COSY, HMQC,
HMBC and NOESY, MS, elemental analysis, and X-ray analysis. All
attempts to separate the Z and E isomers were failed. In the 77Se
NMR spectra of the 1,3-oxaselenepane 2a, two 77Se signals were
observed d 361.4 for the Z isomer and d 383.3 for E isomer which
were at a higher field as compared with 77Se signals of selenocar-
bonyl compounds (d 1420–2131).13 The values are typical for a C–
Se single bond with an sp3 selenium atom and not for a C@Se
double bond with an sp2 selenium atom.14 Under similar reaction
conditions, the reactions of six isoselenocyanates 1 with 4-bromo-
butanol gave the 2-imino-1,3-oxaselenopanes 2 as mixture of Z
and E isomers in 4–32% yields (Table 1). Aryl isoselenocyanates
1a–d provided the corresponding 1,3-oxaselenepanes 2a–d in
moderated yields (entries 1–4). The benzyl isoselenocyanate 1e
afforded the 1,3-oxaselenepanes 2e in 23% yield (entry 5). The
use of cyclohexyl isoselenocyanate 1f in the reaction was found
to be difficult and the cyclized product 1,3-oxaselenepanes 2e



Table 1
Synthesis of 1,3-oxaselenepanes 2

Entry Isoselenocyanate Product Yielda (%) Ratio (Z/E)b

1
1a

N C Se
2a

N O

Se
29 6.9/1

2
1bMe

N C Se
2b

N

Me

O

Se 20 6.9/1

3
1cCl

N C Se
2c

N

Cl

O

Se 32 4.9/1

4
1d

N C Se
2d

N O

Se
28 7.9/1

5
1e

N C Se
2e

N O

Se
23 2.1/1

6
1f

N C Se

N
2f

O

Se
4 6.9/1

a Isolated yield.
b Z/E ratio was determined by 1H NMR.
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Scheme 1.

Figure 1. Crystal structure of (Z)-N-(1,3-oxaselenepan-2-ylidene)aniline (2a).
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was obtained only in 4% yield (entry 6). The structures of products
2b–f were determined by comparing the spectral data with those
of 2a. In all cases the Z isomer was the major product. Generally
the selenium containing heterocyclic compounds having an exocy-
clic C@N bond were isolated as the Z isomers only.15 To the best of
our knowledge this is the first time we found the formation of the E
isomer along with the Z isomer.
To gain a more detailed insight into the structure, the 1,3-
oxaselenepane 2a was crystallized from EtOAc–hexane and single
crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were grown by slow evapora-
tion of the solvent.16 An ORTEP drawing, depicted in Figure 1,
shows the molecular structure of the 2a.17 Compound 2a possesses
an exocyclic carbon–nitrogen double bond with Z-configuration.
The bond angle of the selenium atom C1–Se1–C5 was 101.6(2)�.
The length of Se1–C1 bond (1.947(6) Å) is consistent with the typ-
ical Se–C bond (1.94 Å), whereas the bond length of Se1–C5 bond
(1.919(5) Å) is shorter than the typical Se–C bond (1.94 Å).18 The
bond length of C1–N1 in 2a is 1.248(6) Å, which clearly shows that
this is a double bond.

In conclusion, we report the first synthesis of 1,3-oxaselenepane
derivatives and their Z/E isomerism for the exocyclic C@N bond.
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